Canadian Grass and Legume Seed Data: 2016 Canadian Census of Agriculture —
Forage Seed

Overview:

Every 5 years the Canadian government conducts a nation-wide “Census of Agriculture”, which provides a
statistical portrait of Canada's agriculture industry and its farm operators and families. The latest census
was conducted in 2016, with survey results released this past year. Unlike Statistics crop reporting series,
which surveys Canada’s major crops annually (acres, production, usage etc.), this census is the one major
way of finding trends in grass and legume seed production in Canada, albeit providing acreage data only.
Viewing the “Forage Seed” data from the census, 2016 saw 1,784 Canadian farmers grow grass/legume
seed on their farms, occupying over 400,000 acres. This was a rise of over 80,000 acres from the 2011
census. Still a valuable crop on many Canadian farms, grass and legume seed acres ranked 15t out of the
27 crops surveyed, occupying 0.4% of Canada’s total farming area.
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B.C., show the 4t most acres in Canada with 38,000 (34,000 acres located in the B.C. Peace region). Only
Ontario and Quebec grew grass/legume seed in 2016, with acres from both provinces totaling just 8,300.
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Grass and Legume Seed Production by Province (Prairies only, Tables and 2011 Census
Maps, CAR = Census Agricultural Division))
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Manitoba
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Peace River Region of Alberta and British Columbia
The Peace River Region of Alberta and British Columbia has long been the heart of Canada’s grass and legume seed
production. Since the turn of the century, local growers have been growing grass and legume seed in abundance, with
legume seed crops such as red, alsike and sweet clover, along with alfalfa seed, being actively grown. It is the turf
grass creeping red fescue, along with numerous grass seed species (namely timothy, smooth bromegrass, meadow
fescue, meadow bromegrass, various wheatgrass species to name a few) that has allowed local growers to continue to
grow grass and legume seed in a large scale.
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With huge acres of creeping red fescue seed production in the early 2000's, the region occupied up to 53% of
Canada’s total forage seed production. However, with annual crop production more economical and fitting into local
growers management practices, acres have leveled off to the 120,000 to 140,000 acre range. The regions’ share of
the national picture has fallen to around 30%, as recent alfalfa seed production acres in other parts of Canada have
increased. The table below shows local census year grass/legume seed production. The Alberta Peace Region is in

CAR 7, whereas B.C. production can be found in “Peace River” totals.

Points to note:
e Since 2006, the local municipalities with greatest decreases in grass/legume seed acres (>10,000) include:
Clear Hills, Smokey River, Birch Hills, County of Grande Prairie, Saddle Hills County

e B.C. Peace has seen its’ grass/legume seed acres fall by over 30,000 since 2006

e The Peace Region has seen over % its growers leave the industry, as 2006 saw 763 growers, while 2016 saw
378 growers still producing grass/legume seed crops.

CanadianGrass and Legume Seed Production - Census of Agriculture: 2001 to 2016

2001

2006

2011

2016

farms

reporting

3,808
1506

acres
799,415
409,251

farms

reporting

3,069
1046

acres
661,923
244,615

farms
reporting

1,833

acres
326,526
131,933

farms

reporting

1,784
640

acres
408,023
164,070

Total: CAR 1to 6

Northern Sunrise County

CAR7 | IIII!IN!IIIII!MIEEI Illlliiilllllﬁllﬂil

296 341 727193
| 313 850070 299] 91,277

Big Lakes County

Lesser Slave River No.124

Clear Hills

Northern Lights County

Mackenzie County

Grande Prairie County No. 1

of 24 13933

Smoky River No. 130

Birch Hills County

Spirit River No. 133

Saddle Hills County

Fairview No. 136

Peace No. 135




British Columbia
Total: Rest of BC
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Census Results: 1986 to 2016

anadla 3 and Leg e Seed Acre
e Data - Acres Reported 9380 to 2016
1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2016
Canada 406,350 510,108 454,262 799,415 661,923 326,526 408,023
Alberta 200,013 230,609 226,974 409,251 244,615 131,933 164,070
Sask 81,620 95,584 93,392 166,771 194,556 73,361 104,279
Manitoba 67,195 98,587 61,694 115,926 132,322 67,973 93,156
BC 38,508 54,885 46,984 93,332 71,624 42,110 38,221
Ontario 17,488 29,587 11,910 9,088 12,323 7,536 5,325
Quebec 1,134 1,220 2,390 2,229 5,203 2,880 2,972
NS 0 29 370 398 85 105 0
PEI 392 75 340 1164 501 466 0
N B 0 0 165 1011 614 108 0
Nfl & Lab 0 0 110 245 80 54 0
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