Historical Grass and Legume Seed Prices: 1970 to 2016
2016 Summary
With consistent demand but dwindling inventories
of most grass and legume seed species, prices
for good quality seed rose the past few years. As
prices attracted more growers, and with very
good seed establishment the past two years,
what was expected to happen........ happened.
The old adage “What kills good prices is...... good
prices!” has held true.
Low inventories had led to strong price quotes, which led to more acres being seeded, and with good
establishment and growing conditions, and above average production, the end result has seen price quotes
drop substantially this past year.
2015 had seen prices rise steadily for most grass and legume seed, with the exception being common
timothy seed (quotes falling 10-12 ¢/lb). Certified timothy though, held on to her own. The big “gainers”
however, were the bromegrasses. Smooth bromegrass seed prices rose $1.05/lb. (common) while certified
rose $1.15/lb. 2015 saw meadow bromegrass quotes rise $1.10 to $1.18/lb (common and certified
respectively). Alsike clover seed prices rose 14 ¢/lb to 28 ¢/lb, while red clover seed prices rose 40-45 ¢/lb.
All in all, a good year to be selling grass and legume seed.... if you had any.
Price quotes for 2016 started off fine, with above average price quotes across the board for all species.

Then, with the onslaught of timely and abundant rainfall across production areas throughout Alberta, a
bumper crop was expected, and achieved. Prices which were at historical highs fell quickly. Many species
saw their price quotes drop 30-50%. The lowest price quotes for many species occurred in July and
August, with some species showing slight price recovery by year end. The largest price drops occurred
with the bromegrasses, which saw prices fall $1.35 to $1.46/lb. (smooth bromegrass seed) and by $1.00 to
$1.07/lb. for meadow bromegrass seed. By the end of the year, red clover prices had fallen 35-40 ¢/lb,
while common timothy quotes had fallen 24-25 ¢/lb.
As we enter 2017, it appeared as if price quotes for some species had recovered. However, one should
keep in mind that in many production areas, crops were left unharvested due to a wet fall and the arrival of
snow. It is hoped that these crops will get harvested, and if so, may once again push prices quotes lower.
Despite the drastic price drops in most species, if you look at the long-term average quotes provided in the
past 10 years, most all species closed 2016 with price quotes still above their 10 year averages. (see chart
below)
Average Yearly Prices
The following table and accompanying graphs provide historical price information for the more commonly
grown turf, forage, and legume seed crops of Alberta. Price’s provided are averages, and reflect prices
paid to growers, for clean and bagged seed, ready for shipping. Prices within any given year will have
reached higher or lower levels than those shown in the tables. It is wise to use the prices provided as a
guide for each crop. Alberta’s “Agricultural Financial Services Corporation” (AFSC) has tracked prices on a
monthly basis since 1999.
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